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Overview
Livability Goals
Improve the look and feel of our neighborhood for our residents as
well as visitors and tourists.
Demonstrate an intent to be known one day as a green district and,
as is now, a caring one.

Benefits
Green or living walls systems combine great design scope with a number of ecological and
performance benefits:
• Improves aesthetics
• Enhance a building’s appearance by adding a new aesthetic dimension and add texture to

a complete wall or section.
• Regulate temperature and reduce carbon footprint
• A green wall used on appropriate elevations can reduce energy costs by both providing an

additional layer of insulation in the winter (keeping heat in) and acting as a screen to the
sun in the summer (keeping the building cool).
• Reduce noise
• By adding a layer of insulation (both thermal and acoustic) green walls absorb sound -

making a positive impact for both the building’s occupants and the local environment.
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• Protect building façades

Green wall systems can help to protect a building’s façade and extend its life, acting as an
effective shield to heavy rain and hail and helping to protect from the damaging effects of UV
light.
• Provide wildlife habitats

With a strong base from the trellis and appropriate planting, a green wall can provide an ideal
habitat for wildlife with the option of integrating bird houses within the structure.
• Improve air quality

A green wall in an urban area can help improve local air quality, both by absorbing carbon
dioxide and releasing oxygen, and by trapping dust and other pollutants.
• Deter graffiti

In areas where graffiti is a potential problem, green walls can act as an effective deterrent,
making the application of graffiti to the building structure almost impossible.

Funding Source
Community Livability Grant Program
Open space and community gardens have been identified as examples of projects that add,
expand or improve physical space that benefits the broader community as part of the
Portland Development Commission’s Community Livability Grant Program. As such we are
recommending such a grant request be pursued on behalf of the residents.
The proposal due date is November 13 at 5:00 p.m. with an announcement of approved
proposals on December 18th, 2015.
Ruth Ann Barrett, Sustainability Advocate
ruthann@earthsayers.tv
October 2015
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COMMUNITY GARDEN

BLOCK 25

1

Garden Wall of Memory
Let’s convert a brick building with history into a Wall of History to surround a
community garden in the New Chinatown Japantown Historical District and
as a North Entrance to the neighborhood. Recommended funding source for
Open space and Community gardens,

The PDC’s Old Town
Chinatown Five Year Plan
calls out two weaknesses we
want to see addressed in this
important five year period.
Surface parking lots and
conditions of existing
building stock/unreinforced
masonry buildings/small
footprints. Such buildings are
unsafe and threaten the safety
of our citizens. We need to reimagine some of them and
restore others with some
architectural value.

COMMUNITY GARDEN

BLOCK 25

2

Funding Source
Community Livability Grant Program
Open space and community gardens have been identified as examples of projects that add,
expand or improve physical space that benefits the broader community as part of the Portland
Development Commission’s Community Livability Grant Program. As such we are recommending
such a grant request be pursued on behalf of the residents.
The proposal due date is November 13 at 5:00 p.m. with an announcement of approved
proposals on December 18th, 2015. PDC Information at bit.ly/grant4rcommunity.

Ruth Ann Barrett, Sustainability Advocate
ruthann@earthsayers.tv
August, 2015
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Spongy Parking
Lots
Portland, Oregon 2015

Blake Samper
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Plan B
A solution for Old Town Chinatown and
it’s many polluting surface parking lots.
www.spongyparkinglots.com
Plan A, according to the Portland Development Commission (PDC)
is to replace over time with infill and development many of the surface
parking lots in our neighborhood. In the meantime, since there are so
many and there are few incentives to improve them, we are
recommending a demonstration project for Old Town Chinatown with the
goal to improve surface parking lots, both performance wise and
aesthetically, while they sit waiting to be addressed by Plan A.
Our objectives of moving to spongy parking lots:
• Saves water in a time of drought. Water scarcity, as a Global

Trend, is escalating on Corporate and government agendas and this
needs to be so here in Portland, Oregon.
•Reduces pollution of our waterways with

nasty toxins (e.g. PAHs), addressing
watershed health, especially sewer
overflow into the Willamette River on
heavy rain days which was to have been
addressed by building a bigger pipe, but
wasn’t.
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• Addresses climate change. Because the expectation is that we

will have even more heavy rain days, it is increasingly important to treat
our stormwater as a resource rather than a waste.
• Contributes to the objectives of the PDC’s Five Year Plan for OTCT

which identified surface parking lots as a “weakness” and in need of
improvement, and, while not specifically called out, contributes to the
cited “unwelcoming feel” of the neighborhood. Local business
community strategies are focused on making the Old Town Chinatown
more attractive to visitors and tourists.
• Our push to start refreshing these parking lots is part of the

“green factor” to better insure integration of development and nature,
an objective absent from the Five Year Plan for Old Town Chinatown.
• And for those of us who live surrounded by surface parking lots,

vegetation such as trees, shrubs
and grasses in swales, lowers
ambient temperatures providing
for cooler summers and improved
views using greenery for our very
walkable neighborhood.
Surface Parking Lots can be
made spongy without a loss of
parking spaces, if necessary as part
of a compromise with proponents
of Plan A who may not yet embrace carbon emission objectives and don’t
challenge the 1950’s thinking of auto growth equals retail growth in favor
of mobility and walkability strategies.
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Our story is also available as a video presentation on our
PDXDowntowner YouTube channel, entitled Spongy
Parking Lots JuneUpdate and is available at
www.spongyparkinglots.com.

PDC’s Five Year Action Plan for OTCT
The PDC’s Five Year Action for Old Town Chinatown (approved in
August 2014) with an investment commitment of $55M over five years
precedes the PDC 2015-2020 Strategic Plan which addresses the need to
“Increase equitable opportunities to foster wealth creation within
communities of color and low-income neighborhoods.”
OTCT has the highest proportion of residents with household incomes of
less than $15,000 (46.4%) and an average household income of $32,000 as
compared, for example, to Lents at $43,700 and Interstate at $43,800.

Outcome 3.1in the plan calls out
an inclusive innovation &
entrepreneurship ecosystem citing
Portland’s national recognition as a
leader in supporting and cultivating
high-growth entrepreneurs from
underrepresented populations
including women and in target
industries.
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In this spirit we formed a team of women leaders recognized for
their innovation and entrepreneurship in the field of Sustainability and
Green Cities, the latter a PDC target industry, who bring to our Plan B
skills and expertise needed to plan and implement, for starters, a
demonstration project in Old Town Chinatown that meets our Spongy
Parking Lot goal and objectives.

The Spongy Parking Lot Team

Marianne Zarkin, Marianne Zarkin Landscape Architects, founded
her design firm in 2006. She brings to her work a passion for the design
of public spaces — including pedestrian-friendly streetscapes, parks and
trails — and savvy insights gained from more than two decades of work
experience in the public and private sectors. With the Lake Oswego
Redevelopment Agency Marianne provided conceptual design, public
meeting facilitation, project management, landscape architecture and
construction support services for this one-block road improvement
project that included a rain garden stormwater feature that collects and
treats runoff from the street. MZLA is a member of the Oregon
Association of Minority Entrepreneurs (OAME). (http://mz-la.com/profile/)
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Mary Vogel, Founder and principle of PlanGreen brings over 20
years experience in applying sustainability concepts into urban planning
and design. Green infrastructure projects, the interconnected network of
greenways, wetlands, parks, forest preserves and native plant vegetation,
that naturally manages stormwater, reduces flooding risk and improves
water quality has long been a focus of her work advocating solutions
such as rain gardens, bioswales, green streets, green roofs, and other
landscaping. (http://plangreen.net/about-us/)
Suenn Ho of Suenn Ho Design is an urban designer, artist and
educator who brings her multi-cultural influences to art and design. She
recently received the Asian Pacific American Chamber of Commerce
2014 Most Distinguished Individual Award. She has been a key
consultant for Portland's Old Town/Chinatown working on urban design,
community outreach and public art. (http://resolvearchitecture.com/
biographical.html)
Kelli Grover, P.E., Firwood Design Group is the Owner and Principal
Engineer with over 20 years of experience in civil/environmental
engineering, including planning, design and construction oversight. She
has managed a variety of engineering projects ranging from large
sanitary sewer replacements, water transmission line construction, fishpassage designs, wetland treatment designs, low-impact storm water
designs and site development. (http://www.firwooddesign.com/
company/)
Maria Cahill, Founder and principle of Green Girl Land
Development Solutions has 16 years experience implementing low
impact development practices on private and public new, redeveloped,
and retrofit sites. Since starting her business in 2008, she has
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collaborated with teams on green streets, rain gardens, and porous
pavements. Green Girl LDS creates healthier communities using low
impact development (a.k.a green infrastructure) to improve water quality
from existing, redeveloped, and newly developing sites in towns and
cities.(http://greengirlpdx.com/)

Ruth Ann Barrett, Founder and CEO of EarthSayers.tv, Voices of
Sustainability is a sustainability advocate, producer/writer, and marketer
of complex solutions, mostly enterprise software to include GIS, CADCAM, eCommerce, a Web-based Content Management Systems. Early in
her career she was mentored by leaders in the Model Cities and
Community Development community as well as served for four years as a
project manager for the Institute for Local Self Government, the research
arm of the League of California Cities. (http://www.earthsayers.tv
Now a resident of Old Town Chinatown, she is challenged to apply
her knowledge and experience to making the neighborhood healthy,
connected, and greener (surrounded as she is by surface parking lots) in
this very low income neighborhood. (http://www.earthsayers.com/
special_collection/The_Walkable_City_by_Jeff_Speck/8/25878)

Contact
For more information contact Ruth Ann Barrett by email at
ruthann@earthsayers.tv or call 415.377.1835.
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